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City council invites feedback for future dome sports facility
Sydney Brummel – Staff Writer

Over two-hundred people attended an open
house with the city council on the evening of
February 1. Sioux Center residents and others
interested in the future of the city stopped by
the library to learn about council’s plans for
installing an indoor dome sports facility on the
north side of town.
“This night is all about listening and hearing
feedback,” City Communications Coordinator
Maggie Landegent said. “It’s been an excellent
night in terms of hearing the residents.”
Back in 2018, Sioux Center residents took a
survey ranking potential recreation investments
for the city.
“The city has been interested in providing
more all-season recreation options for the
community, especially after residents ranked
‘indoor recreations facilities’ as the number one
future recreation investment,” Landegent said.
The dome sports facility project will involve
a large dome structure approximately 450 x 250
ft. with a maximum height of 75 ft. The building
will cover an artificial turf flooring. This space
will allow for year-round community access to
a variety of outdoor athletics such as football,
soccer, baseball and softball. There would also
be a front entry building attached to the dome,
which would contain space restrooms, offices,
concessions and storage. The estimated total
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cost for the facility is $7 million.
In a similar way to how the All-Seasons
Center functions in the city, funding for this
project will be a joint effort between the City of
Sioux Center and Dordt University.
“Part of it is for Dordt athletics to create
some additional spaces,” Dordt University’s
president Erik Hoekstra said.
In its 25 years of existence, Dordt’s

Cine-Rupture fills the
Prairie Grass vacuum

New semester, new
regulations
Mikaela Wegner– Staff Writer
				
If you walk into the Science and Technology
Center on the campus of Dordt University, you
will likely find over a dozen students sitting
with computers cracked open and notebooks
lying beside them. Some sit individually, while
others talk amongst themselves in groups. Most
wear masks. With the new normal becoming a
little more normal, Dordt University students
and faculty are settling into their second spring
semester defined by COVID-19.
According to the Morbidity and Morality
Weekly Report by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), in a study done
for trends on COVID-19 among individuals
ages 0 to 24 in the United States, 57.4 percent of
2,871,828 positively-testing individuals ranged
between ages 18 and 24.
In an updated report on January 18, 2021,
the CDC predict there will be about 1,000 more
COVID-19 related deaths in Iowa, between
January 2, 2021 and February 15, 2021.
This spring, Dordt University is looking
to counteract these realities and COVID-19
by introducing two new COVID-19 positions
on the faculty team, providing new posters in
all residence halls that identify symptoms and
criteria for being contact-traced, and following
policies from local and national health officials.
The American College Health Association
also provides COVID-19 weekly updates that
influence the university’s set guidelines.
But, apart from these public health entities,
Dordt University has no individual say in
setting the COVID-19 guidelines they adhere
to, except in how they choose to conduct
COVID-19 symptom tracking and where
students quarantine or isolate.
Beth Baas, the Director of Student Health

Recreation Center has been enjoyed by students,
college athletes and other members of the
general public. In recent years, however, the
space has become notably busy. While the sports
dome facility will prove to be very helpful for
year-round practice for sports teams, it could
also be available for the general student body
for activities such as intramurals.
“Softball and soccer are probably the two

sports that will be most in the dome,” Hoekstra
said. “But again, I could see a couple of wings
get together and just have a big open space.”
While Hoekstra could see great use and
potential of a dome for the Dordt community,
he could not justify building one exclusively
for Dordt athletics and students. After all, the
Rec Center—with its rubber courts, indoor
track and racquetball courts—has been enjoyed
by members of the surrounding Sioux Center
community for decades.
“A dome stadium for Sioux Center could
mean high school kids could get a lot more time
on things like softball and soccer,” Hoekstra
said, “It will just continue to make Sioux Center
a destination.”
The open house event, which took place in
the library’s community room, featured three
different pitches for potential locations of the
sports dome, which the council produced with
the consultation of the company Confluence.
They also planned the different potential
locations for the project with help from the
Sioux Center City Staff, Parks Board, Heritage
Village Board and Joint Use Committee. The
committee oversees the collaboration among
the city, the community schools, and Dordt
University.
cont. pg. 6

Jaclyn Vander Waal– Staff Writer
and Counselling at Dordt University, has been
focused on how to make the number COVID-19
cases on campus numbers as low as possible.
She wants to remind students that close contact
is not just 15 minutes consecutively, but 15
minutes added together throughout the course
of the day.
“Each time you’re spending time with [an]
infected person you are getting a dose of the
virus,” Baas said.
Starting in January, Dordt will implement
the CDC’s option of a 10-day quarantine rather
than 14. After day ten, the individual will be
responsible to continue monitoring symptoms
for four days, but is no longer required to stay
in quarantine. This change comes after altered
guidelines from the CDC that occurred between
semesters.
Additionally, Student Health and Counseling
will no longer do contact tracing over the
weekend, moving all contact tracing to Monday
through Friday. After an individual completes
their symptom tracker and is required to
quarantine or isolate, they will be directed to
Bev Beimers and Brady Mackey, Dordt’s new
COVID-19 Coordinators.
Presently, Baas says there is no plan to
require vaccines. Still, Dordt will highly
encourage and publicize getting the vaccine.
Even after the vaccine is administered,
quarantine rules and close contact rules remain
the same. Baas explains the vaccine protects one
from getting sick from the virus but whether the
vaccines prevent transmission of the virus has
yet to be proven. Therefore, if an individual
tests positive, all close contacts, regardless of
cont. pg. 8

A prop, a genre, a character, and a line of
dialogue.
In 48 sleepless hours, these four elements
are fused together to create a five to eight
minute film.
Since 2006, the Prairie Grass Film Challenge
has encouraged people — from high school to
post-college age — to tap into their creativity
for two days each year. Typically, the screening
and awards ceremony for the film challenge
occur towards the middle of February. This
year, due to COVID-19, the PGFC has been
cancelled so that its 15-year anniversary can be
celebrated in person.
This, however, has not stopped Dordt
University students from developing their filmcrafting skills.
Emily Broersma, a sophomore digital
media production major, is organizing her own
film challenge this year called Cine-Rupture,
considering the PGFC’s cancellation. Last
year, she enjoyed how the PGFC provided the
opportunity to grow her skills alongside her
friends in a nonacademic setting.
“I just like the creative process of it and
challenging your mind to think outside the
box,” Broersma said.
Mark Volkers, a digital media production
instructor at Dordt and founder of the PGFC,
is thrilled to see his students creating new
opportunities to make films.
“There was a lot of disappointment here,”
Volkers said. “We left a vacuum, and people are
figuring out ways to fill the vacuum.”
Broersma does not plan to sit on the
sidelines for this event. She will form a group
and film alongside a few other groups that have
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committed to participate in Cine-Rupture.
“I like being behind the scenes and knowing
how something came together that everyone
enjoys,” Broersma said.
Although similar to the PGFC in its
guidelines, Broersma said Cine-Rupture is not
meant to be a competition. This event functions
simply for the pleasure of making films with
friends.
Each team will be given a prop and genre
from a randomizer at 4 p.m. Monday, Feb. 15.
The films must be submitted by 4 p.m. Friday,
Feb.19.
cont. pg. 4
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Changes for the Commons

Zac VanderLey—Staff Writer

Mikaela Wegner—Staff Writer
The clock strikes 11a.m. A line-up of
hungry, waiting students begin to flood into
the Commons Dining Hall. Some split off to
the homestyle station, others to the salad bar.
COVID-19 regulation signs sit on every table
and stickers urging student to stay six feet
apart scatter across the carpet. There are some
adjustments this semester. While Dordt students
went on Christmas break, the Commons staff
worked behind the scenes to make changes.
Mindi Sneller, the assistant food service
director for the Commons Dining Hall, said the
staff learned from last semester, and actively
listened to parts of the Commons that Dordt
students missed.
“It was just a lot. A lot of information that we
had coming at us,” Sneller said about initially
preparing for the fall semester. “We just wanted
to make sure we were doing right by the school,
right by our students.”
The Commons follows policies and
regulations from the governor’s proclamations,
the CDC, and Creative Dining Services, which
has a specific playbook of standard rules and
regulations for COVID-19.
This semester the Commons is providing
238 seats in comparison to the 96 seats provided
last semester. Sneller says the state of Iowa
is allowing 50% capacity of public spaces,
permitting the large increase in seating.
Other new changes include the return of the
interaction station, the burger line, and selfserve stations.
Sneller said she had to do a little extra
homework by reviewing regulations and
forming a proposal in order to make the selfserve stations available again.
The Commons has placed signage at all
tables and stations, made available single-use
food-safe gloves at every self-serve area, and
positioned staff behind all lines so self-serve
is not necessary if a client is uncomfortable
touching community utensils.

Although many old traditions have returned
to the Commons, the variety of food options
have remained low to keep individuals moving
quickly through the stations. All eating utensils
are also individually wrapped in plastic
packages. Four new air filters have been placed
throughout the Commons to help improve
air circulation. Public utensils are rotated
frequently, about every 30 to 40 minutes, and
all publicly touched spaces are washed and
sanitized.
One challenge this semester is the lack of
space. Sneller goes over to each side of the
Commons and encourages students to leave as
soon as they finish eating, as a line of students
waits at the door to eat. The Bubble, the tent that
offered extra dinging space in the parking lot
next to the Commons last semester, was taken
down due to heating costs.
Just like last semester, masks are required
when not eating, social-distancing is
encouraged, students are asked to spend 15
minutes or less at a table, and should follow
instruction from signage across the Commons.
“It’s very true that we had to think on our
feet and change things quickly,” said Andrew
Mullins, a chef at the Commons.
One of the hardest things to manage during
the fall semester was all the prepackaged meals.
Although it seems simple, Mullins said orders
can add up very quickly.
Above all, Sneller said she wants students
to be safe, keep their distance, and track their
symptoms. The staff at the Commons want to
continue providing all stations, but if staff must
quarantine or isolate, service for the rest of the
student body will be negatively affected.
“You have students coming away from home
for the first time, and this is kind of reminiscent
of the kitchen table experience,” Mullins said.
“People miss that, and I think it’s a comfort
away from home.”

Dordt posts record total
enrollment for a spring
semester
Ella de Jong—Staff Writer
The first day back at Dordt University
brought both the start of the spring semester
and the largest total spring enrollment in the
institution’s history. Despite many challenges,
Dordt University has managed to reopen its
doors during the COVID-19 pandemic to
provide a Christian education to undergraduate
and graduate students, a major factor in the
institution’s rise in enrollment.
The fall semester started with 1,666 total
students—a record for the fall semester. The
spring semester has 1,623 total students—a
record for the spring semester. Undergraduate
students were drawn to Dordt for not only the
in-person classes, but also the community and
Christian atmosphere that the students have
here on campus. Graduate students were drawn
for the same reasons, even if they participate
through online classes in different states. This
semester there are 1,261 full-time undergraduate
students and 236 graduate students.
Dordt University is having largely in-person
classes, with some exceptions for online classes
or hybrid course plans. This has been a draw
for many students, especially the freshman class
some of whom were convinced on going to a
public university before COVID-19 hit.
Seth de Jong, a freshman studying agriculture
business, planned on attending Michigan State
University. You can now often find him learning
at the Agriculture Stewardship Center.
De Jong picked Dordt “because Dordt has
an in-person school, when all other schools are
online.”
The freshmen are not the only factor in the
growth of Dordt University. The retention rate
for the sophomore class reached 83.8% this

The stock market prevails

year.
“I think Dordt also has a love for everyone,”
Morgan Fopma, a biology sophomore, said,
“and when people find their place they love it
here.”
The Dordt community reaches to more than
those on campus. The online master’s programs
are growing and the master of education
program has more than doubled in three years.
“I think it’s doubled because it has such a
great reputation, first of all,” graduate student
Debra de Jong said, “Second of all, it’s so
biblically based.”
De Jong said that she has many reasons for
choosing Dordt for a higher education. She
wanted a biblically-based program to continue
her education and found it at Dordt. She also
knew of the education program’s reputation and
felt impressed with the different avenues that
a student can take in the master of education
program.
“They make all of our work very, very
applicable to what we do,” de Jong said,
“They know that we’re all working in schools
already, and I’m able to directly apply what I’m
learning.”
In a time when college enrollment around
the country is dropping, partially due to health
and financial insecurity during the COVID-19
pandemic, Dordt University is breaking records.

Ben Fictorie’s mom never wanted him or
his siblings to play video games. Nonetheless,
Fictorie recalls receiving a Wii in order to
provide an opportunity for physical exercise.
He can still picture the time he bought Mario
Kart for the console from a GameStop at a
Sioux City mall in 2013.
Like many others, Fictorie didn’t expect to
see GameStop, a nostalgic video game store,
consistently headlining the news for weeks
straight.
This past month, a group of Reddit users
organized on the forum r/WallStreetBets, and
together bought massive amounts of stock in
dying companies such as Blackberry, AMC,
and GameStop with the goal of forcing financial
loss for Hedge Fund companies.
“The stocks in Wall Street are opportunities
for individuals to buy a portion of a company,”
Jesse Veenstra, a business and economics
professor at Dordt University, said. “Wall
Street serves as the intermediator between
investors and companies.”
Initially, Veenstra laughed at the organized
buying of GameStop stocks, which peaked at
around $315 a stock but has now fallen around
$60 a stock. But he fell fascinated by the way
individuals came together through social media.
The stock market, he explained, used to be run
by the professionals, but now common folks
have access to the same information as the
professionals and can share that information in
large groups through social media.
“People just have to learn how to use [the
information],” Veenstra said.
Fictorie is a frequent Reddit user himself
and described the app as a “mixed bag.”
“There’s genuinely good stuff on the app,
but then there’s also garbage people,” Fictorie
said. “Kind of like real life.”
The difference between Reddit and most
other social media apps is in the privacy. Most
accounts on Reddit are virtually anonymous.
For one, there are no friend requests. Reddit is
filled with sub-reddits and a slew of different
communities all posting, commenting, and
creating memes.
“I guess they are jokes that are shared with
an image,” said Fictorie, in attempting to define
a meme.
According to him, they at some point die
and stop becoming funny, but for a period,
people become hellbent on achieving the meme.
According to CBS news, r/WallStreetBets’
buying of stocks was labeled Meme Stocks.
Thus, they were more interested in the joke
rather than actually making money.
“In the long term, it will not be problematic,”
Veenstra said. “The rules will play themselves
out.”
Veenstra believes there was no danger in the
stock market collapsing given the infrastructure
of the American stock market.
Even though the story surrounding
GameStop and r/WallStreetBets seems unique,
there have been weird blips in the market
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The Super Bowl turns fifty-five
Georgia Lodewyk—Staff Writer

throughout the history of the United States.
Kodak’s stock rose almost 1,000 percent over
a couple days because of rumors regarding
the COVID-19 vaccine during the Trump
administration. In 2008, Volkswagen was a
dying company, but, for a time, it became one
of the most valuable companies in what has
now been labeled “The Infinity Squeeze” or
“The Mother of all Squeezes”. Around 400
years ago in the Netherlands, the price of Tulips
skyrocketed 200 percent over a couple months
and almost destroyed the Dutch economy.
The difference now, Veenstra qualified, is that
everything is shared.
“This example has raised insight and talking
points surrounding the stock market,” Veenstra
said. “It’s great for education.”
The hedge funds the Reddit users sought to
financially injure owned heavy short positions
on GameStop—meaning they had invested
money expecting GameStop’s stock to continue
to fall. When GameStop’s stock rose, these
Hedge Fund companies lost significant amounts
of money. However, r/WallStreetBets failed to
realize the largest shareholder of GameStop is
also a hedge fund. Therefore, this hedge fund
profited astronomically once GameStop’s stock
rose.
The Reddit users who sold quickly might
have made money, but the majority of users
buying for the memes are losing quite a bit.
GameStop’s stock has meandered around the
sixty-dollar mark the past couple of days and
will continue to lower because the company’s
business model no longer functions in an
age that is slowly killing retail stores. Last
week, according to CBS News, the leader
of r/WallStreetBets: u/DeepF***ingValue,
lost 13 million dollars in one day because of
GameStop’s plummeting stock value.
Benjamin Graham, the author of Intelligent
Investor and professor of stock market guru
Warren Buffet, provided timeless investing
principles: buy a diversity of stocks, buy
regularly, and buy only in companies you
believe in. Veenstra uses this book in his
Investments Management class that he teaches
on Dordt’s campus.
“We are called to be stewards and invest our
assets into companies that can use our money to
serve and help others,” said Veenstra.
This recent blip in the market highlights
how greed can take over the market and appeal
to the average investor explained Veenstra. But
he believes the Christian investor uses his or
her wealth to carry out the cultural mandate
through responsible interactions within the
stock market.
The Defender Capital Management club
seeks to live out this call of stewardship by
making trades of stocks while also discussing in
detail the market. Any major can join the club
if they are interested in experiencing the stock
market with other Dordt students.
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Super Bowl LV featured a showdown between
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers with quarterback
Tom Brady and the Kansas City Chiefs with
quarterback Patrick Mahomes during the
most watched sports event in America. Tom
Brady played his tenth Super Bowl in his 20year career. Tampa Bay became the first team
in history to play for the Lombardi Trophy at
their home stadium. The Buccaneers dominated
the majority of the game and took home the
victory, ending the game with a score of 319. For the 42-year-old Brady, this marked his
seventh Super Bowl win, the most of any NFL
quarterback, and his first with the Buccaneers.
The officiating crew included Sarah Thomas,
who became the first female to referee a Super
Bowl game. Tampa Bay’s opening drive in the
first quarter resulted in a punt on 4th down,
while Kansas City’s offense also struggled to
gain momentum. Harrison Butker brought the
first points of the game with a 49-yard field goal
for Kansas City with five minutes remaining
in the quarter. Brady later threw an 8-yard
touchdown pass to tight end Rob Gronkowski,
giving the Buccaneers a lead of 7-3 at the end of
the first quarter. Meanwhile, Patrick Mahomes
struggled with 6 straight incompletions in the
first quarter.

In the second quarter, Tampa Bay continued
to find success offensively with Tom Brady
throwing a 17-yard touchdown pass to
Gronkowski early on. Kansas City’s 43-yard
field goal brought the score to 14-6. Two pass
interference calls against Kansas City in the
final 20 seconds of the half set up Brady for a
1-yard touchdown pass to Antonio Brown with
six seconds to spare on the clock. At the end of
the half, Brady had thrown three touchdown
passes and four incompletions, and Tampa Bay
held a significant lead of 21-6.
Kansas City’s opening drive in the third
quarter resulted in a 52-yard field goal. Tampa
Bay continued their dominance in the third
quarter through Fournette’s touchdown run
of 27 yards, making their lead 28-9. The
Buccaneers’ defensive line also achieved
success, intercepting two of his passes and
limiting Mahomes’s completed passes to 53
percent. Tampa Bay’s kicker, Ryan Succop,
kicked a 52-yard field goal bringing the score to
31-9 Tampa Bay. Tom Brady, for the fifth time
in his career, was named Super Bowl MVP. Not
only did Tampa Bay become the first team to
play in the Super Bowl at their home stadium;
they also became the first team to win the Super
Bowl on their home turf.
Despite a game that was over long before
the time clock ran out, Super Bowl LV was not
without its memorable moments on and off the
field. In the fourth quarter, security tackled a
fan for running onto the field right before the
start of a play, confusing both spectators and
players. The Weeknd’s thirteen-minute halftime
show featured an army of dancers in red suits
and white masks, a blending of COVID-19
protocols and bold fashion statements. The
Weeknd’s performance was characterized by
bright lights, giant screens, and golden hallways

Dordt baseball kicks off
season in Kansas
Isabel Pheifer—Staff Writer
The Dordt University baseball team kicked
off their season on Thursday, February 4 with
a road trip to Benedictine College in Atchison,
Kansas. It was not ideal baseball weather,
with low temperatures and snow covering the
field. After a season cut short last year due to
COVID-19, however, the baseball team was
extra eager to play again, no matter the weather.
“After not playing baseball for almost a
year, we were all excited to get back on the
field,” Willem Hoekstra, a junior, said. “Even
though there was an inch of snow on the field,
and it felt like twelve degrees, we weren’t going
to let that stop us from playing.”
The Defenders played four games and faced
multiple opponents over the course of two days.
In their first they faced off against Bethany
College (Kansas). Bethany took control of the
game in the second inning, scoring five runs,
but Dordt chalked up three of their own in the
bottom of the same inning. Bethany then earned
one run in the third and four in the sixth, raising
the deficit too high for Dordt to make a run at.
The game ended with Bethany on top 10-4.
Immediately after the Defenders were
handed the loss, they had to turn around and
face the same team again. This time around, it
was Dordt who took an early lead. They scored
in the first inning with a single from junior
left-fielder Nick Hamilton that brought in first
basemen Chase Edwards. However, Bethany
mounted a five-run fourth inning and went up
7-2. Dordt was able to bring in senior pinch
runner Austin Pullar on a single from junior
shortstop Logan Cline but it was not enough to
secure the win. The final score tallied 7-3, with
Bethany walking away with another victory.
On Friday, the Defenders were slated to go
up against the home team, Benedictine College
(Kansas). This one got away from the Defenders
early, as the Ravens scored five runs in the first

inning. Dordt responded with a run by senior
right-fielder Aaron Eshelman in the third inning
and one by sophomore center-fielder John
Emerson in the fourth. Despite the runs, it was
too little too late for the Defenders as the Ravens
went up 13-2 after the fifth inning. Benedictine
closed the game with a commanding 14-3 win.
Dordt used their previous losses as
motivation to perform better as they faced
Benedictine again. This proved to be true, as
Dordt pitchers Isaac Vander Hart and Nick
Yeager held Benedictine to only three hits the
whole game. The Ravens were able to score a
run in the first inning, bringing the score 1-0
for the next few innings. Dordt finally scored
in the fourth as a wild pitch allowed Pullar to
sneak in for a run—his second of the weekend.
Although the Defenders put forth a valiant
effort, a homerun in the bottom of the seventh
ended the game 2-1 in favor of the Ravens.
Although the first games of the season may
not have gone in favor of the Defenders, junior
Logan Horne has hope about the upcoming
season.
“We got to face some high-quality teams this
weekend, and while we weren’t at our best, I
believe we were able to form a solid foundation
to work off of in the coming weeks,” Horne
said. “I feel like we were strong in our efforts at
the plate and on the mound, but we just need to
work on consistency.”
The Dordt University baseball team is set to
travel back to Kansas and face Central Christian
College on February 19 and McPherson College
on February 20.

while he sang some of his most famous hits,
including “Blinding Lights” and “Can’t Feel
My Face.”
For those who didn’t watch the Super
Bowl for football, or for the most-watched pop
performance of the year, the commercials tried
not to disappoint, costing each company 5.5
million per 30 seconds. Among Dordt students,
some favorites included “Drake from State
Farm” featuring American musician Drake,
“Edgar Scissorhands” with actor Timothée
Chalamet, and Toyota’s commercial featuring
the story of Paralympic swimmer Jessica Long.
Other commercials, however, were both equally
hated and loved, including the Amazon Alexa
advertisement with actor Michael B. Jordan.
Over the past 55 years, the Super Bowl has
found its place in American culture, combining

sports, music, and entertainment, declaring
itself a tradition. This year looked a little bit
different because of the pandemic. 22,000
fans attended the game. Among them sat 7,500
health care workers as guests of the league.
American singer H.E.R. began the Super Bowl
celebration with a performance of the folk song
“America the Beautiful.” Eric Church and
Jazmine Sullivan’s rendition of the national
anthem blended two uniquely different styles of
music into one duet. An American sign language
translator passionately signed the lyrics to
these familiar songs alongside the performers.
National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman
paid tribute with words to essential workers
in the community. Because the Super Bowl is
more than a game. Or a concert. It’s America.

NFL quarterback dominos
start to fall
Connor Van Hulzen —Staff Writer

The completion of Super Bowl 55 means NFL
fans can begin the countdown to the start of the
next league season on March 17. Even though
the free agent period does not start until then
and trades may not be officially completed until
then either, the weeks immediately following
the Super Bowl promise numerous transactions
that will have long-term effects on the entire
league.
The NFL has not yet approached the NBA’s
level of league-altering trades, but the gap
is closing between the two leagues and their
increasingly absurd offseason transactions.
Before the Super Bowl had even kicked
off, the Detroit Lions and Los Angeles Rams
agreed to a trade that would see longtime Lions
quarterback, Matthew Stafford, shipped off to
the West Coast in return for Rams quarterback,
Jared Goff, and two first round draft picks. This
trade appears to be the first in a long line of
dominoes to fall.
The list of notable quarterbacks who may
have new homes by the time next season starts
is a long one. It includes names like the Eagles’
Carson Wentz, the Texans’ Deshaun Watson,
the Jets’ Sam Darnold, and the 49ers’ Jimmy
Garoppolo.
The retirement of Phillip Rivers and Drew
Brees means their former teams – the Colts and
Saints – who would usually appear as preseason
favorites to make the playoffs and compete
for the Super Bowl, need to scramble to find a
quarterback to lead the team.
The next domino to fall in the quarterback
market may be Carson Wentz. After very
promising rookie and sophomore seasons
that were unfortunately cut short by untimely
injuries, Wentz regressed severely for the
Philadelphia Eagles this year. Eventually, his
backup, Jalen Hurts, supplanted him as the
starter towards the end of the season. Apparently
fed up with the way the organization treated
him, Wentz will reportedly be out the door in
a matter of days. On the Saturday before the
Super Bowl, ESPN reporter Adam Schefter
tweeted, “Eagles are expected to trade Carson

Wentz in the coming days in what would be
the latest blockbuster QB deal to rock the NFL,
sources tell @mortreport and me. The most
pertinent questions now become where, when
and for what. But it could happen as early as
this week.”
Perhaps the most coveted item on the
quarterback market this year is Deshaun
Watson. At only 25, Watson has proven himself
to be a franchise quarterback and a true game
changer of an athlete for the Houston Texans.
Watson finds himself potentially on the trade
market due to his demand to be dealt to another
team. The Texans franchise has recently made
decisions that have led to the disillusionment
of some of their star players. Beginning with
the trading of superstar wide receiver DeAndre
Hopkins before the season, continuing with the
eventual disposal of the decision-maker behind
the trade, Head Coach and General Manager
Bill O’Brien, and culminating with the failure
of the organization to hire a head coach that
the players approved of, the Texans have made
enough incorrect decisions within the past year
to alienate stars like Watson, as well as franchise
cornerstone J.J. Watt.
It will take a significant trade package
comprised of multiple first round picks and
multiple established players in order to get
the Texans to even consider trading Watson,
but there are teams around the league that are
desperate enough to pull off such a trade.
The landscape of the NFL will likely be
greatly influenced for years to come by the deals
made this offseason, as every team builds what
they hope will be enough to win Super Bowl 56.
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WandaVision fever
Gretchen Lee– Staff Writer
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When Marvel’s first Disney+ live-action
series, WandaVision, was first announced, I
was apathetic towards the idea. While I enjoyed
the characters of Wanda Maximoff and Vision
in other Marvel movies, they hadn’t left much
of an impact on me due to their lack of screen
time. After they pitched the show to potential
audiences as a comedy/drama/reality-warpedthriller and Disney+ released the first two
episodes, I was hooked.
Wanda Maximoff and The Vision have
just moved to the quaint New Jersey town
of Westview, where the couple tries to stop
questioning neighbors from discovering that
they are an incredibly powerful witch and
the world’s most advanced cybernetic robot.
As they try to fit in, mysterious occurrences
threaten to reveal their secrets as a couple, as
well as the secrets Wanda herself is keeping.
With each episode framed as a sitcom from a
different era of television history, WandaVision
delivers an awesome, addicting blend of weird

and wonderful with increasing intensity every
week.
This show is, by far, one of the best
examples of uncanny valley I have seen used
in television. The show lures audiences into a
sense of normalcy (even as its main characters
are a robot and the world’s most powerful
superhero) before sliding in an incredibly
unsettling scene and returning to that earlier
feeling of averageness as if nothing happened.
Every episode is warm and funny with a side
of being absolutely chilling to the core without
the show ever delivering any real horror. The
constantly shifting atmosphere is masterfully
crafted and ties in well with an equally amazing
plot. Every week, audiences are fed an entire
meal of mystery and questions, getting only
a few answers in return. This formula keeps
viewers theorizing and excited every week
between episodes, insatiably craving the arrival
of another Friday.
Camera angles, music, sound design,
and pacing are meticulously tied together in
WandaVision to contribute to the incredible
weirdness of the show. Laugh tracks are placed
right after something strange happens, cameras
focus on specific people’s faces in just the right
moments, and framing is used to allow viewers
to pick out important background details. Most
movies do a wonderful job of blending music
and visuals, but this show has truly gone above
and beyond in utilizing all aspects of sound and
focus to set tone and mood in a unique way. It is
evident that a truly incredible amount of thought
and planning has been put into WandaVision in
a way that is epically paying off.
I am eagerly awaiting the arrival of the
next episode. Never has a show left me on
the edge of my seat in the way this one has;
every episode elicits such a visceral reaction
and leaves me wanting more. I am excited to
see how WandaVision will tie into the rest of
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, but even more
intriguing is the tone it has set for the next
phase of MCU filmmaking. If Marvel continues
to think outside of the box and provide content
at this level, the next few years will be very
exciting indeed. In the meantime, I will be
returning to my wall of pictures and red string
as I await another Friday.

Disenchantment season
three: strange but enjoyable
Daniel Ketchelos —Staff Writer
Most stories about the Middle Ages involve
crusades, knights, and kingdoms. While these
are all elements of Disenchantment, this isn’t
the typical kingdom story. With a buck-toothed
drunken princess, a green elf, and a cat-like
demon as the three main characters, things are
bound to become strange.
Season three of the Netflix Original,
Disenchantment, continues the satirical plot
around the kingdom of Dreamland. More is
revealed about Princess Tiabenie’s (Bean’s) evil
mother and her plot against her daughter, while
new plot elements arise—such as King Zog’s
health decline.
Disenchantment features a wide array of
social commentary while remaining in the
realm of the Middle Ages. Subtle references
to modern life are found throughout season
three while satirical elements critique the
culture of the middle ages. Hypocritical priests,
failing sorcerers, and the mystics of magic fill
Dreamland.
Bean continues her search into understanding
the events that surround Dreamland. Diving into
the complex relationship with Bean’s mother is
a continual motif for Disenchantment, and this
particular plot element is starting to feel old.
Each season this theme is explored, but after a
few episodes, it tends to be forgotten. If season
three had further embraced the mother-daughter
relationship and fleshed it out more, it would
have made the season more interesting.
Another kingdom, Steamland, is brought
back from season two. The integration of a
modernized world full of motorcycles, blimps,
and other technological advances found in
the industrial revolution acts as a foil to the
kingdom of Dreamland. The dynamic between
the advanced ‘Steam-Punk’ city found through
Steamland and the more traditional Dreamland
creates an interesting commentary as concepts
from the industrial revolution—manufacturing
plants, electricity, and steam engines—edge
their way into the Middle Ages.

Attack on Titan: an ode to freedom
Yage Wang—Staff Writer
In about two months on April 9, Japanese
caricaturist Hajime Isayama will finish his
12-year-long manga serialization of the hit
animation, Attack on Titan. Meanwhile,
after long waited years, fans can enjoy the
last season of the Attack on Titan TV show.
For people who love stories, Attack on Titan
contributes more than an adventurous voyage
or the thrills of action films; it creates waves of
feverish emotional reactions around the world
with its surreal tragic theme and philosophical
worldview.
Attack on Titan follows the story of a
civilization existing within three layers of
gigantic walls. While those walls have been
protecting its people from the threats of the
cannibalistic titans for hundreds of years, the
walls also limit their freedom and prevent them
from exploring the outside world. Following our
protagonist, a young boy named Eren Yeager,
audiences and readers witness his growth in
different stages and find out the truth of the
titans as the story unfolds. Because of the length
of the story and its immense fantasy world
frame, I will only focus on two central topics in
Attack on Titan: freedom and nationalism.
In Attack on Titan, Eren and the Scouting
Legion represent freedom. Eren doesn’t believe
peace really exists within the walls and feels as
though his people are being treated as livestock.
The intruding of Wall Maria fuses his anger and
determination to take back their territory and he
joins the Scouting Legion, “devoting his heart
for humanity’s future.”
However, as they uncover more of the truth
about the titans, the more powerless they feel in
upholding their future and rights of the living.
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People who lived within the walls are merely
a small portion of the population in the Attack
on Titan world, and they have been exiled to
Paradis Island for a reason. Outsiders call the
people within the walls Eldians, and they have
the potential to transform into titans. For this
reason, the rest of the world fears Eldians, thus
enslaving them and mistreating them to keep
them from transforming. To protect his people
from the outsiders and to preserve their freedom
and future, Eren tries and fails to negotiate with
the military empire, Marley, instead initiating
the massacre of humanity outside the island.
Attack on Titan has never been a fluffy story
of a bunch of adolescents saving the world,
which is why it is not recommended for the
underaged. It seems to be a rather sanguine
story at the beginning but as the story unfolds,
the audiences realize they have been pulled into
Isayama’s heuristic conversation of “what is the
real freedom.”
If freedom becomes an ideal one needs to kill

another to obtain, then it isn’t worth working
towards. This idea is seen through the actions
of Eren; as he decides to kill others to protect
the people whom he loves, he completes the
transformation from a victim to a perpetrator.
Surprisingly, Isayama claims that Attack on
Titan is apolitical though it has been enveloped
under the political shadow since season two. I
find it resembles another renowned masterpiece
in political commentary, Animal Farm. If one
reads the manga closely enough, people will find
Attack on Titan has many politically associated
concepts—like the armbands, wiretapping, and
toxic nationalism.
In season four, when the story shifts to
Marley’s perspective, audiences must ask
themselves if they are more like the people
of Marley or the Eldians of Paradis Island?
Either out of fear, greed, patriotism, or even the
subjective sense of justice, we have put many
ethnicities into situations like Marley has done
to the “descendants of monsters.” Great stories
reflect reality, and Isayama creates a massive
simulation that includes all audiences.
Since 2019, Isayama has been dedicatedly
drawing 45 pages of manga every month. While
his work is coming to a close, Attack on Titan
serves as the cultural ambassador for unique
eschatological sentiments and martial arts like
Jiu-Jitsu and Sumo. Additionally, it has become
a symbolic monument in the modern manga
and animation domain. It proves animation can
function like movies and literature, enlightening
people of all ages. Connecting with Isayama’s
ideology of freedom, which “worths more than
ribbons” on your arms, he gives his readers and
audiences freedom to reflect and think through
what their concept of freedom looks like.
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Dordt University’s COVID-19 OMORI: Welcome to the
Dashboard
white space
Elise Wennberg - Staff Writer

Disenchantment follows many of the
satirical and social commentary elements that
are found within other animated series such
as The Simpsons and Futurama, which is no
surprise since all share the same creator, Matt
Groening. Despite this, Disenchantment offers
a different viewing experience compared to
Groening’s previous works.
The main difference between The Simpsons
and Disenchantment is how the storyline is
structured. The Simpsons follow an episodic
approach where every episode offers a different
plot in the same setting, while Disenchantment
features a serial approach with every episode
building off the previous. This allows viewers
to invest more into the storyline; individuals
are drawn towards this series because of its
overall story arc instead of relying on individual
episodes to be satisfactory in the plot.
When the viewer is looking carefully, many
modern cultural Easter eggs can be found
throughout season three of Disenchantment.
Highlights include a reference to another
Netflix Original series, The Crown, Little
Seizure’s Poison Shop (A play on words of
Little Caesars), and a reference to When Harry
Met Sally and Nine Inch Nails.
This infusion of absurd characters and a
nonsensical story structure creates another
enjoyable show to complement his other work.
Overall season three of Disenchantment
continues previous social commentary and
reflection on Middle Age society, offering a
new experience while sticking to the formula
that makes Disenchantment what it is: strange,
but enjoyable.

Cine-Rupture
cont.
cont. from pg. 1
Noah Deist, senior digital media production
major and director of last year’s PGFC Best
of College film, plans to participate in CineRupture.
“I like storytelling,” Deist said. “There are a
lot of powerful messages that you can get across
through stories. I love the whole process of
video making and editing and coming up with
ideas and putting them together.”
Deist felt the PGFC’s cancellation was
unwarranted since most of the interactions
during the filmmaking process are with the
people he already spends his life with on a daily
basis. Yet, he understands people from many
states participate, which could make filming
difficult for some groups during the COVID-19
era.
Broersma thinks part of the fun of filmmaking
is sitting down and enjoying the movies after
they are completed. The community is invited
to join the screening scheduled for 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 26, in SB 1606 of the Science and
Technology Center.
As for next year, Volkers encourages
everyone — even non-digital media majors —
to consider taking part in the PGFC and to “stay
tuned” for unique twists that will occur for the
15-year anniversary.
He references an old saying that best sums
up the joy of this challenge: “Films are never
done; you just abandon them.”
“When you have a very strict 48 hours, it’s
a unique opportunity to have a blast with your
friends, and then you’re done,” Volkers said.
“And you move on with your life.”

East Campus is a scam
Rochelle vanderHelm – Staff Writer
I know you think this is a joke—Dordt’s
favorite joke, besides the one about student
engagement—but now that we have worn
out the punchline that East Campus has been
temporary for the past 60 years, it is time to
talk about the real issue with these apartments:
nearly everything.
Several months ago, I tried to have a good
attitude when I found out that my room-of-five
would be living in East Campus this year. One
roommate who worked maintenance over the
summer offered a bit of hope, we would be
living in building E, the least run-down of East
Campus. If this is the standard, I pity the poor
souls in the other buildings.
I also thought it was comical when an empty
beer can fell from the ceiling tile in the shower
and bounced off my shoulder. I was fully
clothed at the time, but such absurd occurrences
quickly accumulate into irritation.
The windows leak, of course. I heard about
all the flooding freshman year. Naturally, the
garbage disposal vomits dirty water and food
particulates all over the counter, floor and any
unfortunate bystander who might be kneeling
by the refrigerator at the time (i.e. me).
Has anyone mentioned how noisy East
Campus is, especially during the warmer
months?
The mold problem requires a
dehumidifier to be running most times, add
that to the ill-fitting air conditioning unit that
rattles threateningly in a gentle breeze (for the
record, this can be rectified with a strategically
placed napkin), the air conditioning’s own hum,
the shower fan that is inexplicably connected
to the outer bathroom’s light switch, and the
occasionally necessary stove fan, result in
five women shouting and gesticulating to be
understood around the dinner table.
Let’s talk about amenities. Laundry? I get to
cart my wardrobe across the campus green to
Covenant Hall, underclassmen housing, to wash
my clothes every week. I feel disrespected, and
I already come from a low respect culture. This
is a new development. East Campus originally
had washers and driers stashed in a closet.
Although it was renovated in 2011, East Campus
has fewer perks now. Common areas? Nope.
Computer lab? Uh-uh. Printers? Try again.
What if my roommate is taking a shower? Well
too bad, there isn’t even a community bathroom
where East Campusers can relieve themselves
in an emergency.
These are all luxuries that every other
resident’s hall on Dordt Campus enjoys access
to in the comfort of their own buildings. Even
North Hall has washing machines, no matter

how rarely they are utilized.
I pay the same room and board price as those
living in Southview and Kuyper. I pay the same
amount as them whether they have four people
in a six-person apartment or five in a fourperson one. I pay the same amount, but I get to
walk to Southview to print my essays.
I’m not complaining about the fairness of
it. Well, actually, I am. It’s unfair. If I got a
discount for putting up with orange walls and
no pantry space, well, I wouldn’t be writing this
opinion.
Dordt is clearly comfortable with spending
millions of dollars on building projects, the
next project will be $35 million for a new
commons, parking, renovations to the Beej, and
air conditioning for the men’s underclassmen
housing and the Dewitt Gym.
Other recent building activities have been
the skywalk, the nursing building, and the new
theater/pro-tech building, all mostly worthy
price tags. However, East Campus has been
a problem since my aunt went to Dordt forty
years ago. Perhaps it is because we don’t
complain about it enough. Most people just
grin and bear their situation in hopes of gaining
access to a nicer housing next year. Well, I am
graduating, and just like it was my last chance
to live somewhere nice, this is my last chance to
voice my dissatisfaction.
On a more positive note, East Campus has
a nice kitchen and a real thermostat, so there’s
no messing with those silly -4 to 4 dials in most
housing that I am 50% sure is a placebo. In
the sea of negatives, the thermostat is the only
perk. Still, who let them paint the walls that
persimmon orange? Did they get the paint on
discount?
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Welcome to the white space. Here, there are
no borders, no walls, no windows—just the
endless white. Nothing but you, a black cat, an
old computer, a sketchbook, a box of tissues
and a black light hanging down from nothing.
Welcome. Are you waiting for something to
happen?
OMORI is a surreal indie psychological
horror RPG game by OMOCAT that not only
has a rich story line, but also includes unique
characters, an amazing soundtrack with over a
hundred pieces, a fantastic art style and heartracing moments that drive the plot forward.
After six years of devolvement, OMORI
released on December 25. The Kickstarter
started in 2014 in order to raise funds for
developing the game.
As you follow Omori and his friends through
a fantastical world full of strange creatures and
fun side quests, you confront enemies, face off
against bosses (and a planet) and discover lost
memories whilst adventuring through unknown
lands.
Before entering the game, a warning: OMORI
deals with topics such as anxiety, depression,
self-harm, suicide and other topics that may
make some people uncomfortable; player
discretion is advised.
Although the game is typically fixed in a
cheerful light, it is important to remember the
horror elements that may otherwise be forgotten;
creepy monsters arise from the darkness, fears
petrify the movements of the player, and
intrusive thoughts sometimes interfere with the
adventures of Omori and his friends.

Gameplay-wise, it plays like a basic RPG such
as Earthbound or Undertale where in combat
there are different abilities that can be used as
the characters level up. However, rather than
status effects such as poison, bleeding, etc., the
turn-based combat system is based on human
emotions.
The more exploration done, the more items,
skills, weapons, and trash (remember to
recycle!) you will receive. So, exploring is
recommended and highly rewarded. And just
because you have already been somewhere
before, does not mean that it has stayed the
same.
The game is currently available on Steam for
PC and Mac users. The release dates for PS4,
Nintendo Switch, and Xbox One platforms
have yet to be announced. OMORI costs twenty
dollars for the game and the soundtrack is
available for thirteen dollars.
Enter the world of Omori, the story about a
depressed, shut-in boy who is rediscovering his
past memories and finding a way to live in the
world once again.
Game rating: 10/10
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Valentine’s Day is weird
Mikaela Van Soelen—Staff Writer
In the gloom and grey of winter, one holiday
rises out of the misty fog in bright pinks and
reds. Valentine’s Day is on its way, whether you
are a fan of candy hearts or not. This holiday
racks up around 20.7 billion dollars a year,
while ironically, most people don’t know what
it’s all about.
We may have learned about Saint Valentine
from our third-grade teachers as we cut out
paper hearts and wrote what we loved about our
moms, dads, and dogs, but it’s impossible to
say we retained everything. Now most people
roll their eyes at Valentine’s, ignore it, or use it
to post old pictures of their wedding from five
years ago. So, the question to ask is why are we
celebrating?
Historians cannot conclusively speak
on why we celebrate Valentine’s Day. Saint
Valentine himself was shrouded in mystery.
What’s even more confusing is that historians
suggest there might even be more than one man
named Valentine. Whatever the number of Mr.
Valentines there was, they all were beheaded
by Roman Emperor Claudius II. So, when you
hand your boo a box of chocolates this Sunday,
remember you’re celebrating someone’s head
getting caboshed.
There are two main theories to as why St.
Valentine was killed. One claims he was a
Christian priest performing marriages for young
lovers in secret. Claudius II wanted all young
men to abstain from marriage so they could
be soldiers, but St. Valentine kept officiating
weddings in secret. Picture that: a fourthcentury wedding COVID-19 style.
The second theory is that St. Valentine
fell in love with his jailor’s daughter while in
prison, and wrote her love letters addressed,
“from your Valentine”. Nothing says romance
more than a love letter from an inmate. You can
choose whichever story pulls your heart strings
the most, but remember both end in a lost head.
Yet there is one more historical version of St.
Valentine’s day that I find resonates most with
our campus.
For pagans, February was a season known as
the time for the festival Lupercalia, which was

later practiced to a similar extent in medieval
Scotland and England. This event included a
custom where young women cast their names
into a cauldron while wearing goat hides for
clothes. The bachelors of the town would come
draw a name and choose their maiden for the
year. And we thought ring before spring was
pushing it. Are we all living in a big Christian
cauldron? It’s pretty thought provoking if you
ask me.
Valentine’s Day is like an assignment you
know you need to get done but you wait until
last minute because you are not entirely sure
what to do or how to feel about it. Perhaps I
am the only one in the winter blues with some
cynicism going on around this weekend’s
overly sentimental holiday. Whatever it may be,
Valentine’s is here and now at least we can all
know what we are celebrating.
Whether you are single, dating, married,
or my personal favorite: “never making eye
contact in public because we are just talking”,
try to find a way to experience love for yourself
or the special people in your life this weekend.
If that means wrapping yourself up in a
blanket burrito and watching some Netflix,
do it. If you want to throw a Galantine’s day
celebration, enjoy time with your friends. Just
remember Galantine’s is just an excuse to
eat chocolate covered strawberries with your
friends, not a form of feminism. Maybe you
will opt for some Walmart clearance chocolate
on February 15 while listening to Phoebe
Bridgers—also in a blanket burrito. No matter
what, I suggest a blanket burrito. Enjoy your
holiday and remember the chocolate you eat on
Sunday is all thanks to a guy who got his head
chopped off for love.
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The price of a longboard ride

From law enforcement to nonprofit

Tabetha Degroot— Staff Writer
It was a typical Wednesday night for Dordt
University freshman Sean Solano when he
hopped on a friend’s longboard and skated
toward North Hall from the Rec Center. He
felt free and energized—eager for whatever
the rest of the evening had in store. In the crisp
November air, he pushed off the board, still
getting used to the feel of it in the absence of
his own experience with the wheels. He sailed
through dead leaves and over sidewalk cracks,
picking up speed as the wind whistled in his
ears. Passing the clock tower, he began to feel
the board escape from underneath him and
he tipped backward. His first thought: avoid
hitting his head on the pavement. He attempted
to simultaneously dismount from the board and
extend his foot to stop it.
Crunch.
The next thing Solano knew, he was on the
ground. The board laid in the grass near him and
his right foot stuck out ninety degrees sideways,
ankle bone facing upwards. He sat on the cold
concrete, still in the shorts and tee shirt he wore
from working out, shaking from the nippy air
and adrenaline.

A warm, tingly feeling crawled up from his
bent-out foot and into his shin and leg. He knew
the bone had dislocated itself upon impact and
decided to pop it back into place. To keep from
passing out, he shoved his duffel bag under
his foot to support it and tried to steady his
breathing.
Solano attempted to rotate his foot counterclockwise to get it back in place.
Snap.
His foot fell back to the 90-degree angle.
Solano needed to push harder. He grabbed the
foot again, twisting it harder this time.
Pop!
It ground back in place. Solano breathed a
sigh of relief. Now, instead of a stiff 90-degree
angle, it lay limp. An ambulance had been
called by some nearby witnesses and Solano
acted giddy with all the excitement, trying not
to think about the ankle for one second because
if he did, he would be overcome with agony.
The paramedic asked if Solano wanted pain
medication, but when he found out it would cost
him $400, Solano said, “I’m good.”
Solano spent the next three hours at the Sioux
Center hospital receiving x-rays, still in shock.

Dordt alumnus returns as
business professor
Caleb Pollema — Staff Writer
Not many people get to say they are an
alumnus of the university that they teach at.
New business professor, Jesse Veenstra,
however, can say such a thing. Veenstra believes
teaching at Dordt offered an opportunity he
simply could not pass up—an experience that
brought his journey full circle.
“Since the time I was at Dordt I have always
been interested in the idea of teaching at Dordt
and being able to teach young adults.” Veenstra
said.
Growing up in Pella, Iowa, and attending
Pella Christian School, he always thought
that attending Dordt for college would be a
possibility.
With many of his classmates headed to
Dordt, Veenstra did the same. At Dordt, he
received his degree in business with an emphasis
in finance. He also spent much of his time with
the basketball team as a student manager and
assistant.
As a student, Veenstra also built some great
relationships with his professors that benefited
him in his future career.
“One of the things I enjoyed most about
being a student at Dordt was the interaction
with the professors and the relationships I
was able to build with several of the business
professors,” Veenstra said. “You are able to
really build a long-term relationship with them
and utilize that relationship when you go into
your career field.”
After graduating from Dordt in 2008,
Veenstra moved to Des Moines to begin his
career at I&G Financial in their call center.
He simultaneously pursued his MBA at Iowa
State’s downtown location in Des Moines
through I&G’s tuition reimbursement program.
Professor Veenstra later worked for
Merchant’s Bonding Company as an
underwriter, which gave him experience in
financial analysis, sales, and marketing.
In 2019, Veenstra had the opportunity
to teach as an adjunct at a local community
college in Des Moines. This experience led him
to teaching as an adjunct at Dordt in the Fall of
2020, which eventually gave way to his new,
full-time position.
The new position means a new transition
to Sioux Center in the coming month, but in
the meantime, Veenstra commutes from Des
Moines to Sioux Center during the week.
“I would much rather be on campus with the
students in the classroom all the time,” Veenstra
said. “The energy and the atmosphere with
having students around is unmatched. That’s
what I love about it.”
This passion for students and his love for

sharing his business experience drives Veenstra
as he prepares for classes. It’s important to him
to keep his students engaged.
“The most valuable thing in class is the
impromptu discussion based on whatever
has happened in recent time,” Veenstra said.
“We can share ideas and have a 30-minute
conversation about what’s going on and how
that relates to what we are trying to learn about.
Those are the fun class periods.”
While Professor Veenstra continues to
commute to Sioux Center for the next month,
Veenstra’s wife will complete her semester as a
middle school teacher at Des Moines Christian
before making the move to Sioux Center with
their two daughters.
Professor Veenstra and his wife not only
have a passion for teaching, but they have a few
other responsibilities that they have devoted
their time to.
“My wife and I have been foster parents for
the last four years, off and on,” Veenstra said.
“We have had a couple different long-term
placements. We had a two and one-year old for
almost two years. Then we most recently had a
sixteen-year-old for just six months.”
These experiences have undoubtedly shaped
his perspective as a teacher. Veenstra also likes
staying active and regularly participates in
triathlons and Ironman races.
For Veenstra it was never a question of if he
would teach at Dordt, but when.
“I have always felt like Dordt was home
for me,” Veenstra said. “I felt more homesick
leaving Dordt than I did leaving my home
in Pella to go back to school. I always knew
I wanted to be involved long-term with the
university.”
For Professor Veenstra and his family, that
time is now. He is finally back home.
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Solano’s friend Logan Posthumus was enjoying
some ice-cream when he got the phone call that
Solano was in the hospital. He rushed over, with
another friend to find Sean “high on adrenaline”
and saying he couldn’t feel anything.
“I took one look glance at his ankle and I
could tell it was bad,” he said.
The shock soon wore off and Solano’s ankle
began to burn and throb as he writhed in pain on
the gurney.
“I thought I was going to die it hurt so bad,”
Solano said.
He gave in and asked for pain meds.
Posthumus and Beltman took turns sitting with
Solano and were very entertained as he was
“high out of his mind” on pain meds.
“His ankle was just destroyed,” Posthumus
said. “I felt like he probably wasn’t coming
back to campus, but we just decided to wait.”
It was around four when they drove back to
campus.
Solano ended up staying overnight and was
transferred to Mercy One in Sioux City the
next day. He had fractured three bones (two
malleolar and one fibular fracture) in his leg
and tore multiple tendons. He had surgery two
days after the accident and was brought back to
Dordt the day after surgery.
Solano was moved from his second-floor
room in North Hall to a single room on the
first floor. The doctors told him he had to be on
bedrest for a week, keeping his foot elevated
to stop blood flow and swelling. He engaged
in online class and all his food for the day was
brought to him in a big bag at 11 a.m. By dinner
time, the food fell cold.
One week of bedrest turned into two weeks
and then three weeks--three weeks lying in bed,
only getting up to go to make painful trips to
bathroom caused by blood rushing to his foot.
This lifestyle of cold food day in and day

out, never leaving his room, and missing out
on time with friends caused Solano to slip into
depression. He had to take Benadryl to sleep
and stop the itching under his cast. He didn’t
move at all, so he didn’t eat very much. He
lost 19 pounds in those three weeks. His only
comfort was a few friends who checked in on
him.
“Before or after classes I’d pop my head in
and be like ‘You good buddy?’ And he’d say
‘I’m good buddy’,” Posthumus said.
Solano still wears a boot but can now walk
and spends an hour a day without it. Long
boarding is not in the foreseeable future for
him, though. Just the idea of boarding made
him feel sick for a while. One positive thing to
come out of his accident; however, was a new
appreciation for the ability to walk.
“Walking is something so trivial that we
constantly take for granted until we don’t have
it anymore,” Solano said.
Who could have guessed a borrowed
longboard could have such a price.
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Katie Ribbens—Staff Writer
In front of Gerry Holtrop sit three packets.
Each packet outlines a program or fundraiser
he spends hours each day planning. He may be
retired after 42 years in law enforcement, but
Holtrop keeps busy volunteering as the vice
president of the nonprofit Partners for Patriots,
which pairs service dogs with disabled veterans.
His job is two-fold: he generates programs to
raise support for Partners and acts as a traveling
trainer. In his latter role, he drives service dogs
to their veterans across the United States and
spends several days training them to function as
a team.
For Holtrop, it all started with a dog named
Jeb. The sleek black lab revolutionized the
use of dogs in law enforcement in the 1990’s.
Holtrop’s favorite years of his career revolved
around working with Jeb in drug detection,
evidence recovery, and tracking.
“It used to be when I arrived on a scene,
they would say, ‘oh good, here’s Jeb—and his
driver,’” Holtrop said.
When Jeb passed away after ten faithful
years of work, the grief forced Holtrop to take
three days off work. Holtrop later realized
God had been working behind the scenes all
along. Cindy Brodie, the founder of Partners
for Patriots, had helped train Jeb. Fifteen years
after Jeb’s passing, Holtrop received a phone
call.
Brodie’s voice crackled from the other line.
She was worn to the bone from trying to keep
the newly founded Partners for Patriots afloat on
her own. After praying for a direction to go to
help, Brodie found a photo of Holtrop’s dog Jeb
that she had saved from many years earlier. At
the same time, Holtrop had been praying about
a new outlet to pour himself into after retiring
from law enforcement. Brodie invited Holtrop
to meet her at the Partners for Patriots facility
and, after the tour, the pair found themselves
sitting in her kitchen.
“Cindy, what is your greatest need right
now?” Holtrop said.
“I need somebody who can spread the word
about Partners and do some fundraising,”
Brodie said. “We’re always just a month or so
away from going under.”
“That’s something I can do.”
Holtrop thew himself into his new
role in public relations. He started calling
organizations to see if they would allow him to
do a presentation there with the ‘slideshows’ he

created.
“My grandkids say, ‘grandpa, it’s a
PowerPoint presentation,’” Holtrop said. “I’m
still trying to catch up.”
The presentations Holtrop put together
organically led to donations to Partners for
Patriots. Before long, people were calling him
to do programs. Holtrop found it incredibly
rewarding.
“I’m talking about how special the dogs
are and what they do, and I look out in the
audience,” Holtrop said. “And I can see on
the faces of a few that they get it, that they
understand.”
As much as Holtrop loves speaking at
programs, the veterans he meets as a traveling
trainer have forever shaped him. In his
grandfatherly voice, he can tell countless stories
of the people he has met and the dogs that saved
them.
Even after receiving a dog, some veterans
are vulnerable to giving up the fight with PTSD
and consider suicide. As one veteran shoved
a gun into his mouth and prepared to pull the
trigger, his service dog came up and started
licking him.
“It was crying,” the veteran said. “It had
tears in its eyes.”
The dog continued to stare at him with
mournful eyes, begging him to stay with him.
“In that moment in his life, he [the veteran]
felt the only one that really loved him was his
dog and the only one that needed him was his
dog,” Holtrop said.
So, he put the gun down.
Although Holtrop only spends a handful
of days with each veteran and their dog, the
friendships he forms with them are unrivaled.
He gets to experience the moments with them
when their lives change by the presence of
four paws. The wall they have built around
themselves crumbles and they become open and
honest. Time and time again, the veterans say
that once the dog breaks through their episodes
of PTSD, the anxiety, the visions, the pain—it
all disappears.
The veterans continue to keep in touch long
after Holtrop leaves. He receives updates and
pictures, which he adores. When a veteran
needs help or has a question at any point,
Holtrop is ready and willing to answer their
call. With their dogs at their side, the veterans
are also able to open themselves up and share

Student Without Borders
preps for Cultural Fair
Anna de Oliveira—Staff Writer
Contributed Photo
. . . Alongside each concept discussed was a
list for the pros and cons for the respective idea.
Generally, the advantages and disadvantages
had to do with the visual and social effects
of the dome’s location, the orientation of the
building (i.e., north/south or east/west) and the
fate of Heritage Village and its arboretum.
Although there have been rumors of the
city losing Heritage Village, none of the
three potential concepts intend to remove the
historical and valuable space. While two of the
concepts will leave Heritage Village where it
is—though with less space—one concept will
move it to an entirely new location in Sioux
Center, leaving it with space to grow.
“There are people that think that Dordt
wants to get rid of Heritage Village, but nothing
could be further from the truth,” Hoekstra said.
Hoekstra further emphasized that the Dordt
student body need not worry about the cost of
the dome affecting their tuition. As was the case
with the new science building, the university’s
intent is to raise money from outside sources.
“Not one dollar of the thing will come from
student tuition,” Hoekstra said. “It’s a gift that
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some of the donors to the place want to give to
students to make athletics better, to give more
recreational opportunities.”
While Dordt will be funding their portion
of the dome facility, the ultimate decision
regarding location rests with the city council.
On February 15 they will meet to discuss
feedback from the community. They will have
made a final decision by late spring.
Anyone interested in viewing the three
concepts for the dome sports facility and their
respective pros and cons can find them on
Sioux Center’s city website at siouxcenter.
org. Residents who would like to share their
feedback can also fill out an online survey by
February 12 on the same site.

For several years, the club for international
students at Dordt University, Students Without
Borders (SWB), has hosted two distinct events
showcasing the ever-growing international
community on campus. This year, SWB
was unable to host their Curry Craze due to
COVID-19 restrictions. With a new semester
starting, however, SWB has begun planning for
the annual Cultural Fair occurring on February
20th, 2021.
SWB faced many challenges on the journey
to host this year’s event after they were
unable to host the Curry Craze that serves as
a first semester fund-raising event. With that, a
creative new way to fundraise for the cultural
fair was necessary.
One solution was to create masks. In
an interview with one of SWB’s event
coordinators, Mariel Barrientos explained that
although several ideas came up on how they
would fundraise, making face masks stuck the
most.
After careful consideration, the team decided
to create masks using traditional materials from
several cultures that will be represented at the
event.
“These masks were handcrafted with fabrics

from countries including West Africa, Indonesia
and Japan.” Barrientos said.
Each mask will come in a sanitized bag, along
with a small note explaining the significance of
each different material.
This project was done in cooperation with
the theatre arts department, who “so kindly”
allowed SWB to utilize their sewing machines
and the costume shop. SWB also worked with
the global education office, who have sponsored
their events in the past, and partnered with the
business club to sell their masks on campus.
The Students Without Borders club hopes
these masks will not only help fundraise for
future events but will bring more cultural
awareness within campus. These masks can be
found at any business club establishment, such
as the Bunsen Brew or 55th. Defender Dollars
can be used for purchases.
Students Without Borders is an international
club open to all nationalities, and its mission is
to create opportunities for cultural engagement
on campus, whilst keeping everyone healthy
and safe.

their story at programs with Holtrop.
The “traveling” part of his work as a traveling
trainer keeps life interesting for Holtrop. Last
year, he took a dog on a plane for the first time.
“I’m glad to say, neither the dog nor me
pooped on the plane,” Holtrop said.
He also takes the opportunity to sometimes
bring his wife along on his travels, even if she
rolls her eyes at him when he insists on stopping
at historical markers.
Holtrop firmly believes that the service dogs
save lives. That they save marriages. That they

save jobs. That they save citizens from life
sentences.
Partners for Patriots will have a booth at the
Sioux Center Indoor Fair at Dordt University’s
Rec Center on March 17 and 18. Holtrop will
be manning the booth and selling sweatshirts.
He hopes to bring a veteran with his service dog
and a current puppy raiser to spread the news
about the program he is so passionate about.

Contributed Photo

Cats leaving more than just a
footprint on campus
Yee Lim Shin - Staff Writer
It’s a quiet Sunday morning at Dordt
University. While students prepare for online
and in-person worship services, one Sioux
Center resident makes the trek across Dordt’s
campus. His orange fur contrasts against the
white snow. A line of tiny footprints trails
behind him.
He begins his Sunday like any other day,
prowling campus to scam college students out
of a morning snack or a place of refuge. His first
stop: the Commons. As they exit, students take
notice of him and stop to give a pet and scraps
of food.
Campus cats haven’t always been a fixture
at Dordt. They used to be ghosts wandering
through the property, only occasionally drawn
by coaxing from students. But as the months
went on, the cats started warming up to the
students.
“October or November was when I first
started noticing them, definitely there was a
while before break that I was still seeing them
around.” freshman Joya Breems said. “I don’t
think they were in the dorms as much and…it
took them time to warm up to people.”
As the weather got colder, people took
pity on the cats and brought them indoors.
They smuggled the cats into various dorms
and apartments and gave them food, turning
them into permanent residences at Dordt. An
Instagram account devoted to two of the regular
feline visitors popped up over Christmas break.
@Defendercats features photos and videos of
the cats wandering in campus buildings, getting
petted, eating food, and wearing various outfits.
The account has 357 followers.
On her way back to her dormitory, sophomore
Cobi Van Slageren saw one of the campus cats
by the science building and slowly made her
way towards him.

“I called it over and he was kind of hesitant,
but I had fries from the grille.” Van Slargeren
said.
She slowly lured the cat towards her and
started petting him until it got too cold to stay
outside in the October wind. That’s when she
decided to take the chance and bring the cat
inside. No one saw her coming in with a ball
of fur in her arms and she snuck into her dorm
where she fed the cat some milk.
Cats have always been on campus, asking to
be fed or petted, but their presence has been
more pronounced in recent months. Instances
like these started occurring more often, to the
point that cats hung out inside the apartment
lobbies almost every day. Director of Residence
Life Derek Buteyn sent out an email under the
subject line “Campus Cats” to remind people
about Dordt’s pet regulations.
Buteyn ended the email summing up that
“unless the animal is approved through Student
Services, or can breathe underwater, it shouldn’t
be in the building.”
About thirty minutes after the cat entered Van
Slageren’s dorm, her roommate started having
an allergic reaction and they had to take it out.
This is one of the main reasons why Dordt
administration is against people bringing the
campus cats indoors. A few people at Dordt
have serious allergies and could potentially
have a severe reaction if they entered a room
covered in cat fur. Another reason is that these
cats are unsanitary outdoor cats with no known
owners. They could have fleas or cause damage
to carpets and furniture.
“I think people just like feeding them and
caring for them because it’s the campus cats.
They’re part of the campus.” Breems said.
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DEADSPACE invigorates,
excites, and inspires
Caleb M.S.— Columnist

In my short life, I have had the extreme
privilege of meeting an array of talented and
interesting individuals. Nowhere near the
bottom of my list is John Samuel Gerhart.
The South African native, transplanted to Los
Angeles, began creating music before the age
of 20– working freelance, collaborating with
friends, and bumming off university practice
rooms and home studios. In 2020, John Samuel,
known to his friends as Jase, released Hello,
Goodbye, his debut album. The hour-long
project pulled from Jase’s personal globetrotting experience and drew inspiration from
many of the artist’s heroes.
But Hello, Goodbye is no longer John
Samuel Gerhart.
“So often, by the time music has been released,
the artist has already outgrown it,” Jase wrote
to me in a text message. “DEADSPACE is
created differently [from Hello, Goodbye]. I
made it over three weeks in December 2020
and uploaded it for release in January 2021:
symbolic of my desperation to move towards
the present.”
DEADSPACE is a tight, four-track EP, a
contrast to the sprawling fourteen-track album
from 2020. DEADSPACE also feels refined,
filtered, and honed to perfection. John Samuel’s
soul and psyche is on display in just under
fifteen minutes– a whirlwind tour of falling,
faith, and fear, but not without persistence,
pensiveness, and passion.
Sonically, elements reminiscent of The
1975, or Twenty One Pilots are present—the
soft piano, and ambient backing vocals on
“Deadspace,” the opening track, would be at
home in an Introduction to Online Relationshipsera 1975 track as they are on John Samuel’s.
Jase is not a thief or a plagiarizer, but an aural
treasure-hunter. He curates and catalogues
inspirations from artists across the spectrum,
then masterfully weaves pre-existing concepts
with his own to create a well-fused style I can
only describe as alternative low-fi bedroom

pop.
Motion is a clear repeating theme in
DEADSPACE, in the musical and lyrical sense.
The album relies on vaporwave-y, ambient
samples to establish place in the project, but
driving chords, pulsing snaps, and unobtrusive
bass to advance seamlessly from track to track.
Lyrics like “I’ve got to break away,” “I’m
reaching out,” and “It’s never been enough,”
communicate the restless attitude of a twentysomething fighting for purpose and relevance
in a saturated Los Angeles. Even the track time
ascends as the EP progresses. “Deadspace”
weighs in at only one minute and forty-six
seconds, while the closer, “Shutters,” registers
at a second under six minutes. The runtimes
of each track are also displayed on the album
cover, a visual representation of growth.
I’ve listened through this little EP a dozen
times now (I exclusively listen to the project I
am reviewing while I write about it, and I make
an effort to listen to the artist’s catalogue for
context as well) and I have yet to tire of it. Very,
very few other projects occupy this pedestal
in my regular rotation. Every listen shows me
a new vocal line, a deeper interpretation of a
lyric, an instrumental backing somehow lusher
than upon the last listen. This is the greatest
strength of the project. DEADSPACE lets
you dance, contemplate existence, pass out
face-down on the floor, write a paper, clean
your room, or converse with friends during its
run and you don’t have to feel guilty about it.
This EP does not demand the total focus that a
project like IGOR may, or have the whimsy of a
Caamp project, but you would be remiss to not
allot fifteen minutes of your day to a solid listen
through. Make no mistake, DEADSPACE is
not a glorified compilation of elevator music—
it’s fluid, adaptable, and welcomes individual
interpretation. Do yourself a favor and enter the
DEADSPACE.

New regulations cont.
cont. from pg. 1
. . . vaccinations, will be required to quarantine
as well.
This system of contact tracing has received
pushback from some students at Dordt and is
a difficult entity to manage, according to Baas.
She says there have been positively-testing
Dordt students that report no close-contacts,
then later have friends of that person contact her
office to report themselves.
“Contact tracing, at its best, it really requires
that students have to be truthful,” Baas said.
Baas mentions Dordt is presently looking
into having rapid testing done on campus.
This way, when a student reports symptoms,
they will be able to get tested that same day.
Baas says that as testing increases, the more
asymptomatic people who carry the virus can
be identified, ultimately lowering the spread of
positive numbers on Dordt’s campus.
Dordt University has recently gained access
to rapid antigen tests and opened their testing
schedule to five days a week Monday through

Friday. Baas said that with quicker testing and
results when a student reports symptoms, more
people who carry the virus can be identified,
ultimately lowering the spread of COVID-19
on Dordt’s campus.
Although politics have caused controversy
about wearing or not wearing masks, Baas
believes it is very unfortunate that wearing
masks is a political issue at all.
“If you look at science, and you look at the
effectiveness that masks have had, it does come
down to do we love our neighbor, and how do
we want to communicate that,” Baas said. “Or
are we more concerned about self and feeling
like somebody’s telling us what to do.”
She believes that society has worked through
very similar conflicts such as smoking in public
places or wearing a seatbelt.
“Those are all situations where somebody’s
telling us what to do, because it protects the
other guy. And this is the newest.”

It’s a two-way street

Masks protect you & me
When we all wear masks, we take care of each other

Wear masks, avoid crowds, stay 6 feet apart, and wash your hands

Take all four steps for the most protection

cdc.gov/coronavirus
321378-A
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